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5 1 Deceit, beneath Appearance ſcreen d, 1 


22 5 | May gain upon the ſhallow Mind, Rf Woh Fr IS 
1 But the ſtrict Soldier aims to view e 


e The naked Truth, in native Hue. e 
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SOLDIER'S LET TER. Ge 


MADAM, 


s by appearing in a publick Character, you expoſe your- 
ſelf to public, Cenſure, tis imagined, you can't be very 
N 2 much diſcompoſed at the Remarks made by a SorDige; 

e who, being above the Dictates of IIl-nature, fays nothing, 

meerly from a ſecret Pleaſure he may have in finding fault. 2 
But, as by inliſting yourſelf, you are become one of ws: You mi ſt 

expect to be dealt with, with that free and generous Candour we 

make uſe of to one another; wherefore I take upon me to let you AF 

know, there are very different Conjectures concern your Beha- 5 

viour in the Army. 

For, in Breeches and a fierce- cock d Hat, you introduce yourſelf, | 
ſaying, The Gagelte lies, --- Our Men not land; (no great Compli- 
ment to its Authority) but immediately profeſſing yourſelf to be a 
Woman, tis clear, what youd be underſtood to mean, is true, 
Women's Men and not and: Not they, indeed; and then tis 
time, Ve Women take the Thing in Hand. When was the Time 
you did not? I ask'd all our Regiment, which conſiſts of three 
Batallions, that Queſtion ; and they vowed they knew not. But 
before you declare, you betray yourſelf to be a Woman, by placing 
thoſe Fellows (tho in open Rebellion) in that * Light you 
do, and calling them, | 


od 


Scrub Banditti, 1 
That ſcarce could fright the Buff. Coats of the City. 


Now, allowing thoſe Fellows to be as low as you can expreſs them 1 
to be, could not you loſe your ſarcaſtick Joke, rather than throw | 
Aſperſions upon the good Intenſions of thoſe honeſt Men, the: 
Inhabitants of our Metropolis; eſpecially, as by having put on the 

| Cloath, you had profeſſed your Attachment to the preſent Happy 

Eſtabliſhment, in my humble Opinion, twas ſomewhat out of 

| Character ; and conſidering the critical Effect the Attachment of 

tee Men may have, twas no leſs an ill-timed, than a poor, lo 

' Sneer ; but neither theſe Gentlemen, nor the Rebel-Party, - con- 
cerned my Intention, which is only to put you in mind of the Way, | 
in which you uſe your Brother-Soldiers. | . i 
8 2 Some 


5 629 
dome ſay, that tho in Male Appearance tenacious of the Female 
Property (a Forwardneſs to take a Thing in Hand) you put on the 
Breeches, in order to keep that Hand war, as knowing that to be the 
moſt effectual Way to raiſe the Spirits of, and put Courage into, 
Men, that you deemed at leaſt as baſb/wu!, and thereby make them, 
ſtrictly and literally ſpeaking, a Standing Army. 
| Others, that you covered your Backſide out of Banter; inſinu- 
> ating, that a ſeeming Shyneſs had appeared on the Approach of a 
Bare-Britchd Enemy: For, ſay they, ſhe could not have thought, 
that what the Breeches contain, could have any Influence over an 
Army of Britzens ; otherwiſe, they would have ſtuck cloſer to Sir 
R--t Mo (where there were warm Quarters for Men of that Taſte) 
on a late Occaſion. | | 
Others, again, more favourably conjecture, your Deſign was to 
allure the Meſſieurs with the Rebel Army to join ours, as they are 
faid to give much into the Halian Got, and like a ſmug-faced 
Youth exceedingly : This J agreed in, as I can't perſuade myſelf, 
you would do any thing detrimental to the good Name of your 
| Fellow-Subjefts. 
Some there are, who don't heſitate to ſay, That tis a Hint taken 
from the French Cuſtom of masking thoſe Batteries they ſituate, ſo 
as to be moſt gauling to the enemy; but I confeſs, I am fo much 
* averſe to Introductions of the French Mould, that I would not en- 
courage any of their Productions, and was that your Deſign, would 
recommend in its ſtead, a little Old Engliſh Reſolution, whereby 
your fair Country- Women have always kept up the Prerogative of 
conquering every Thing that riſes up againſt them; and by opening 
a ſufficient Breach (which I verily believe you can do) induce them 
to enter; which, after they have done, you may poſlibly bring a 
ſevere After-Clap to bear upon them, which will ſo diſorder them, 
E they won't know how to extricate themſelves, being quite Strangers 
[ to that Sort of Diſcipline; not but they ſometimes meet with pretty 
#$ rough Handling in their own Country, being Men much infeſted 
with an [ich after Women. , | | 
Away with French Deceits and falſe Appearances ; come to us 
in your own natural Dreſs, and by applauding and gratifying ſome 
forward Youth (illuſtrious for his gallant Behaviour) at his Return, 
convince us of the Readineſs the whole Sex ſhews to induſge thoſe 
Men in particular, who go the greateſt Lengths in their Service; 
then ſhall you raiſe an Emulation worthy the Intent: Befides, as ! 
going to quell an Inſurrection the Female Garb is moſt proper, 
the Petticoat having always been looked upon to contain a Power of 
allaying rebellious Members. 
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Don't imagine we'll place the leſs Confidence in you, on account 
of your Feminine Aſpe&: Not in the leaſt ; for we look upon 


Women, as the proper Receptacle wherein to repoſe our Secrets. 
In this light (if I miſtake not) we are ordered to regard Women; 


but that I ſhould refer to you, whoſe Correſpondence with the Clergy | 
has no doubt been large, otherwiſe your Inſinuations, to our Pre- 
judice, among the Fair, would not have been fo likewiſe, which 
may greatly hurt us in that Point, and diminiſh thoſe Hopes we al- 
ways entertained, of being in the faireſt Way of being happy of any 
Set of Men whatever, and (as we Hattered ourſelves) not without 


juſt Pretenſions. 
For Beauty, the Reward of Bravery, has in all Ages been the 


chief Inducement to it among the Soldiery, and next to Liberty, 
(that invaluable Bleſſing) the Expectation of that Reward has been the 


principal Cauſe of our Men's having gone thro' their late Fatigues, 


not only with Unconcern, but Alacrity ; and it would be the Heighth 
of Cruelty ſhould they be bereft of their only Means of Recom- 


pence. But, fince I write to you in your Female Character, I muſt 
lay aſide the Reſentment due to a Male one, and only inſiſt, to 
affirm to you, on the Word of a Man of my Cloath, That to be happy 


in the Eſteem of the Fair, and only that, is what makes it worth a4 


_ Soldier's while to conquer and live: Can you then be too ſenſible, 


what Wrong you may do us, in making any Impreſſion to our 
Diſadvantage ; eſpecially as being looked upon by your whole Sex, | 


a very competent Fudze of Mankind, 
But, as I would chooſe rather to convince, than barely aſſert, 


I'll endeavour by Demonſtration to illuſtrate, that from Circum-. 
ſtances, and Way of Life, a Soldier can ſhow his Abilities to make 


a good Husband, are not inferiour to thoſe of the Clergy, that 

ſo nod, and lick your Lips at; but I won't, after the Example of 
ſome of theſe Reverend Gentlemen, draw a Concluſion 585 my 
own Aſſertions, but leave to the Conſideration of that Sex it moſt 
concerns, to weigh them, and (I'm hopetul) to agree with me in 
them. 


Let us therefore ſuppoſe the Lives and neceſſary Behaviour of a real 
Divine, and a thoroughly good Soldier. 

A well-diſpoſed Gentleman, a Clerg yman, having laid out Money 
in a genteel Education, is thereby brought acquainted with what we 
call Good Things, and of Conſequence likes them; but his Function 
enjoyning Abſtinence from the Good Things of this Life, his Honour 


(obliging him to keep up to his Profeſſion) reſtrains him greatly, leaſt 
People ſhould imagine he made light of it. 


A Soldier's Honour is by no means concerned here, be. 


makes no Profeſſions, but of his Affections to the Fair; ; and tis pre- 
ſumed, 


ey they won't enjoin kim Abſtinence ; and as for Luxury, he 


= 8 cant afford it; ſo that he lives on ſimple vigorous Food. 


The Clergyrnan, who, in his Vouth, has perhaps as much Vigour 
as any Man, but by his way of living, and checking his natural 


8 Appetites, turns all his Nouriſhment into that Channel, where there 


is moſt Call for it, is generally found to have the greateſt Flow of 
Juices about his Jaws; for when he is not employed in that trifling 
Part of his Time, in eating, drinking, and ſleeping, he is in ſome 
of the Offices of the Holy Function, where the Jaws are generally 
concerned; and the Throat, as being pretty much expoſed to cold, 

by the frequent turning up of the Face towards Heaven in petition- 
ing, is generally defended, as in ſome (whoſe Faces will admit of 
it) with a double Chin; in others, by a ſufficient Pair of Dulaps, 
as a Fence Nature thinks it neceſſary to place there ; and this (tho' 

now naturally accounted for) is, by ſome ill-natured Folks, con- 
ſtrued to be the Effects of a luxurious Life. 


The Soldier, as he muſt eat, drink, and ſleep when he can enjoy 


the, mult alſo march, halt, Hand. falt, and make his Quarters good, 
wherever he goes; having therefore Occaſion for all His Members, 


does not rob ſome to enrich others, finding Employment enough 


for them all. The good Miniſter is always with his Flock, keeps 
home ſtrialy, keeps his Family in Order and under Subjection, and 


the Wife is ſo limited, that let her Inclinations be ever ſo pure and 


chaſte, the Reſtraint ſhe's under muſt, I ſhould conceive, be very 
hard to brook. The good Soldier is always with his Regiment, (if 
not on Duty elſewhere) where there are no Objections to Women, if 
Conveniency (which if Inclinations ſuit can never be wanting) and 
Circumſtances can bear it. His chief Buſineſs is in the Field, when the 
chaſte Wife may employ herſelf as ſhe ſees neceſſary; we allow all 
Liberties not having the leaſt Occaſion to be uneaſy ; our Fraternity 
being Gentlemen, and of Honour, among whom, Modeſty and Good 
Behaviour commands its due Deference. If, on the other hand, a 
Woman of Gallantry comes among us, {he'll too meet with what ſhe 
would be at; and the Husband, tho he. knows it, is never uneaſy 
about her, or ac Variance with his F riends, being conſcious, ſhe 


muſt have given room for ſuch Treatment; and therefore, holding 


her in contempt, does not think her worthy his Anxiety. Now I 
ſhould imagine this Liberty (ſo natural to Engliſo Women) the 
more eligible; and would you, Madam, argue againſt that Liberty, 
you ſeem ſo ſtrenuous to ſupport? If fo, your Arguments againſt 


Popery, as they are not true, muſt ſeem infincere. Would you 


fly that Religion, and purfue ours, for @ Benefit of Clergy? When 
the Clergy of that Church don't imagine themſelves under thoſe Li- 
mitations you apprehend they do; and ours are expreſly commanded 
to be the Husband of but one Ni ife, each ; and, in caſe of the 82 
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of that Wife, in ſtrickneſs they ſhould not even marry again; but 
they ſometimes ſtrain a Point. 

Cari you once think, that the Men "that fly Danse wich ſüch „ A 
Diſguſt, can leave a fine Girl between fiſteen and five and twenty, 
(when Blood's warm, Eyes ſparkling, Looks engaging, Fancy i in I 
full Strength, Breaſt heaving, Soul full with Deſire, and ſuſceptible * 
of Love) with nothing to aſſuage the natural burſting Flame, but a 
large Heap of falſe Doctrine, or a Litany; and that in an 

- unintelligible Language? Doubtleſs, he ſometimes makes her ſen- 
ſible of the Naked Truth, and that exquiſitely adapted to her Capa- 
city; tho they wrap up their Religion myſteriouſly, they love a 
plain, eaſy, comprehenſive Way. 

You except againſt a Nunnery, as a ſtrange Confinement ; 1 
the Veil, as a cruel barbarous Cuſtom. Pray, what is that Re- 
ſervedneſs the Clergyman's Wife puts on becauſe the Biſhop's Lady 
does, as neceflary to that Character? That is not a ſlight Strip of 
Taffety, or Muſlin, that every Breath of Air is a ſufficient Excuſe 

for removing; no, tis a Reſtraint, and permanent. Theſe Severi- 
ties (as you think them) are none of the great Miſchiefs that attend 
Popery, (from which L- defend us.) 

But thoſe Wenches, he ſeem to have an impatient Defire to be 
Prieft-ridden, rather than pay their Debts of Honour to the Soldier, 
cannot have 2rue Hearts and ſound Bottoms; ſo I with them a 1 
Tranſportation into ſome Popiſh Country, there to enjoy che. Be 
fit of Clergy, till glutted with Satiety; and when Reflection comes . 
ſtrong upon them, that they may be confined to a Nunnery in its 
moſt terrible Severity, as the Brothel wherein they were debauched, 
with a String of Beads to innumerate their Sins upon, and a Veil over 
them, to prevent other Objects taking place, and giving them the 
leaſt Relief, are the ſincere Wiſhes of, 


MADAM, 


Your Humble Servant, 


WILL. WATTLE. 
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